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It’s a glass! - Glass recycling resource

Did you know...?

• The glass recycled each year saves enough    
   energy to launch four space shuttles.

• At present the average glass jar or bottle contains  
   about 30% recycled glass.

• The first bottle banks were introduced in 1997     
   and there are now over 50,000 across the UK!

• Glass melts in a furnace that is 6 times hotter than   
   a domestic oven!

• Glass can be recycled time and time again 
   without affecting its quality.

1. The energy saving from recycling    

one bottle will:

     • Power a 100 watt light bulb for almost an hour 

     • Power a computer for 30 minutes 

     • Power a colour TV for 20 minutes 

     • Power a washing machine for 10 minutes 

How many glass bottles would you 

need to recycle if you wanted to:

      a) Watch TV for 1 hour

      b) Play on your computer for 2 hours

      c) Put the washing machine on for 25 minutes

2. Calculate how many bottles   

    you need to recycle in a week 

    to make up for all the time you 

    spend watching TV and playing 

    the computer.  

3. It takes around 3000 bottles 

    and jars to fill a bottle bank.  

    How many bottles and jars 

    would you need to fill up:

      a)  1 ½ bottle banks

      b)  30 bottle banks

      c)  12 bottle banks 

4. On average a family consumes 510    

    glass jars and bottles each year.  

    If 3 jars or bottles weigh 1Kg how   

    many kilograms of glass does the 

    average family consume?

5. It takes 5 seconds to make one 

    bottle.  How many bottles could

    be produced in

      a)  One hour

      b)  A day

That’s a fact!
Coddswallop: Hiram Codd invented the marble
stoppered ‘pop’ bottle in the 1870s. Millions of the bottles 
were produced, particularly in South Yorkshire. ‘Wallop’ 
was the name given to the cheap beer of the day and beer 
drinkers dubbed the contents of the Codd bottle
‘a load of coddswallop’.

Shut yer gob: A molten lump of glass to which glass 
blowers attached a tube to blow the glass into shape is 
called a ‘gob’. The blower had to blow hard making his 
cheeks very large hence why today someone with a big 
mouth is told they have a big gob.
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